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oils as well, were used cannot be ascertained definitely from
Roman literature. That the Romans themselves were adept in
the preparation of toilet articles seems highly probable. That the
natural sciences, including the science of drugs, were well cultivated
is shown by the writings of Dioscorides,1) Pliny2) and Galen3).

1) Pedanius Dioscorides was the first important writer on the history of
drugs during the Christian era. Born in Anazarbus, in the southeastern part
of Asia minor, during the first century, he traveled in the capacity of a
physician with the Roman armies through several countries. The Materia
Medica, written by him in the second half of the first century, was the most
thorough work of its kind during antiquity, and was regarded as authority
far into the middle ages. Thus it was used for purpose of comment as late
as the time of Luther, as is evidenced by the lectures of Melanchthon at
the University of Wittenberg'and by the writings of Valerius Cordus in the
middle of the sixteenth century.

The principal works written by Dioscorides in the second half of the
first century are the five books, of his De materia medica, also his
Alexipharmaca et theriaca (Remedies against plant and animal poisons)
which were edited as books 6 and 7. These and other more apocryphal
writings have been republished frequently and in many languages. Among
the oldest editions are the Arabic manuscript in the library at Leyden, which
possibly was written about the year 940; a very rare Greek edition printed
apud Aldum Manutium, Veneti 1499; also a Latin edition by J. Allemannum
de Medemblich, printed in Colle 1503. Of the better translations and com-
mentaries the following may be mentioned:

Pedanii Dioscoridis Anazarbensis De materia medica libri qitinque.
Jano Coronario medico physico interprete. Basiliae 1529.

Valerii Cordi Simesusii Annotationes in Pedanii Dioscoridis Anazarbei
De materia medica libros quinque, longe alias quam antea sunt hasc stint
emulgatas. Ejusdem historia stirpium libri quatuor, et de artificiosis extrac-
tion/bus liber etc. Translatio Ruellii. Francofurti ad Mcenum 1549. Editio
Gessnerii 1561.

Pedanii Dioscoridis Anazarbei De medicinale materia medica libri sex,
Joarino Ruellio Suessionensi interprete. Accesserunt priori edition! Valerii
Cordi Simesusii Annotationes doctissimi in Dioscoridis de medica materia
libros Euricii Cordi judicium de herbis et simplicibus medfct'nas; ac eorum
quas apud medicos controverruntur explicatio. Francofurti 1543.

Petri Andreas Matthioli Opera quas extant omnia.    Commentarii in sex
libros Pedacei Dioscoridis de materia medica.   Veneti 1554.

JTeSaxiov dioaxogiSov "Avat,af>^s(as rteql ii^s lar^iy.fjs fti/Shict.) or: Pedacei
Dioscoridis Anazarbei Opera quas extant omnia. Ex nova interpretatione.
Jani-Antonii Saraceni, Lugduni Medici, Francofurti 1578 und 1598.

A Latin translation of the libri de materia medica of Dioscorides had
made its appearance as early as 1478 and a Greek edition appeared at about
the same time in Cologne.
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